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i sector 1s Rs 720.9 crore, constituting 9.9
per cent of total NPAs. | &

{Small, medium units can solve RS
Staite’s unemployment problem’

ExprestVEWS Service

Kochi Aug 10: The multina-
tionalcompanies cannot solve
the riing unemployment rate
in theState, This can be dealt
withnly by entrepreneur-ori-
entedsmall and medium indus-
tries; according to Planning
Compission member Dr S P
) | Gupt.

| Fa a State like Kerala,
' whia has excellent performa-
. | ncen the social sector, the un-
empyment level of 24 per
cenfis quite appalling, he said.
It i34 per cent in the case of
yoths and 52 per cent for ru-

ral'rlomen-
fe was here to release an ap-

i Small Enterprises
and Development (ISED) and
to jnaugurate a conference on
strategies and policies of small
industry of Kerala. =~

He felt Kerala should deve-
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haﬂ gll the materials for the de-

X

It ) h .\I- ASs Uie .LLLFIr-Il

the State is currently lagging
behind other South Indian sta-
tes. The tourism related to cul-
ture also has good scope.

But the problem of the State
is the negative attitude of bure-
aucracy and politicians to dev-
elopment, he said. Moreover,
the labour force seems to be in-
clined to white collar jobs,
“They don't want to make
their hands dirty.” But they
are willing to do these jobs
once they go outside the State.
Dr Gupta called for a change in
such attitude at a press confer-
ence held later.

He said in his speech that
the country will need an invest-
ment of 35 per cent of GDP for
achieving eight per cent ¥ro-
wth as suggested by the Prime
Minister. The present growth
is 6 per cent and the investm-
ent is hagdly 23 per cent of
GDP. Clearly, the public sector
alone cannot raise so much fun-
ds and the role of private sec-
tor is important. Technologi-
cal upgradation and labour
and knowledge-based develop-
ment are required to meet capi-
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The role of SSls, which acco ‘ by rol
unt for 40 per cent of total pro- | fortl
duction and 70 per cent of emp ‘
loyment in the country, 1S |
more significant than large in- | qual
dustries in this context. SSIs | tom@
need good lobbying. The forma
tien of a separate SSI Ministry
is a great help, he said.
In the report on the develog
ment of small enterprises
the country presented to Cel
tre by a committee headed BH¥™
him, Dr Gupta had stressed the
need for using indigenous labo
ur, skill and technology and de- |
velop domestic R&D instead de
pending heavily on foreign dir l e
eciinvestment. It also advoca- | tyg
ted level playing field for 881s, | schog
Dr P M Mathew, director | fop
ISED, welcomed the gathering. | com
A V George, Deputy Mayor of | pany
Kochi Corporation, presided. Cru
The approach paper was pres- | Ing
ented by Prof S Muralidharan. | custo)
V K Ibrahim, president of Erna- | as
kulam unit of Kerala State
Small Industries Associagion,
and V N Narasimhan offered
felicitations.




